
Press%Statement%EURELCO:%European%Parliament%hosts%first%ever%seminar%on%Enhanced%Landfill%
Mining%on%20%October%in%Brussels%

BRUSSELS,%15E10E2015%–%On%20%October%2015%the%European%Parliament%hosts%the%first%ever%formal%seminar%on%the%ambiHous%topic%of%

Enhanced%Landfill%Mining%(ELFM).%During%this%event,%organised%by%two%members%of%the%European%Parliament%(Hilde%Vautmans%(ALDE)%&%

Mark%Demesmaeker%(ECR))%in%collaboraHon%with%EURELCO%(European%Enhanced%Landfill%Mining%ConsorHum),%the%benefits%of%ELFM%for%

the%EUE28%are%discussed%by%leading%academics,%industrial%representaHves%and%naHonal%and%EU%policy%makers.%EURELCO%launches%new%

data%on% the%amount,% type%and%potenHal%of%Europe’s% landfills,%which%are%based%on%a%voluntary,%boWomEup% inventory%exercise.%Three%

DG’s%of%the%European%Commission%–%DG%GROW/Industry,%RTD/Research%and%ENERGY%will%offer%their%views%on%this%new%opportunity%for%

moving%towards%a%circular%economy.%

Europe’s%150,000%to%500,000%landfills%!
Since! the! earliest! days! of! the! Industrial! Revolu5on,! Europe! has! been! disposing! of! out;of;date! materials! in! waste! dumps! known! as!
“landfills”.!Even! in!member!states!that! in!recent!5mes!have!developed!recycling!programmes,!this!disposal!op5on!has!oCen!remained!
important.!Previous!es5ma5ons!by!several!academics!have! indicated! that! there!are!between!150,000!and!500,000!historic!and!ac5ve!
landfills!in!the!EU;28,!many!of!which!are!located!in!urban!and!semi;urban!environments.!It!is!a!well;known!fact!that!landfill!deposits!may!
cause!a!host!of!environmental!implica5ons,!ranging!from!local!pollu5on!concerns!and!land!use!restric5ons!to!global!impacts!in!terms!of!
greenhouse!gas!emissions.!
New%data%on%the%amount%and%type%of%landfills%in%the%EUE28%
However,! as! corroborated! by! the! response! of! the! European! Commission! (28;7;2015)! to! a! Parliamentary! Ques5on! (E;007864/2015),!
Europe!does!not!yet!have!a!clear!strategy!with!respect!to!its!historic!landfills.!The!European!Commission!acknowledges!that!it!hasn’t!yet!
made!a!cost!es5mate!of!the!total!landfill!remedia5on!bill!for!the!EU;28,!nor!does!it!have!any!confirmed!data!on!the!precise!amount,!the!
content,! the! type! (sanitary/non;sanitary! landfills)! or! ownership! situa5on! (private/public)! with! respect! to! its! landfills.! In! the! seminar!
EURELCO!will! launch!brand!new!data!on!the!amount!and!type!of! landfills! in!the!EU;28.!The!data!are!based!on!a!voluntary,!boXom;up!
inventory!exercise.!It!will!be!shown!that!the!500,000!figure!is!an!underes5mate!and!a!large!frac5on!of!EU’s!landfills!are!“non;sanitary”!
landfills,!preda5ng!the!EC!Landfill!Direc5ve!(1999).!
Turning%the%landfill%problem%into%an%opportunity!!
To!avoid!far;reaching!environmental!and!health!effects!for!EU’s!non;sanitary!landfills,!expensive!remedia5on!measures!will!eventually!be!
needed.! For! instance,!OVAM,! the!Flemish!Public!Waste!Agency! (Belgium)! recently! spent!80!million!euro!of! tax!payer’s!money!on! the!
remedia5on!of! just!5!problema5c! landfills,!where! landfilled!material!was!excavated,! transported!and! re;landfilled! in!a! state;of;the;art!
sanitary!landfill.!For!most!EU!member!states,!deploying!such!extensive!budgets!is!difficult!and!the!currently!available!clean;up!funding!
schemes!are!largely!insufficient,!especially!if!one!realises!that!the!extrapolated!(cumula5ve)!remedia5on!cost!for!the!EU;28!as!a!whole!
could!be!as!high!as!0,1! to!1! trillion!euro.!However,!when!remedia5on! is! combined!with! resource! recovery,! through!Enhanced!Landfill!
Mining!(ELFM),!the!situa5on!is!set!to!change!substan5ally.!!
Enhanced%Landfill%Mining%will%create%new%jobs%
Enhanced! Landfill! Mining,! i.e.! “the$ integrated$ valorisa/on$ of$ landfilled$ waste$ streams$ as$ materials$ and$ energy,$ using$ innova/ve$
transforma/on$and$upcycling$ technologies,$and$ respec/ng$ the$most$ stringent$ social$and$ecological$ criteria”,!allows! to!unlock! the!vast!
resource!poten5al!of!Europe’s!landfills!while!simultaneously!remedia5ng!the!landfill!sites.!Such!an!integrated!strategy!would!dras5cally!
reduce!landfill!remedia5on!costs,!regain!valuable!urban!land!for!more!prosperous!ac5vi5es!and!inject!addi5onal!resource!circularity!and!
resilience!into!the!EU’s!economy!by!bringing!back!the!billions!of!tonnes!of!previously!abandoned!materials!and!energy!resources!to!work.!
For!ELFM!to!prosper,!Public!Waste!Agencies!need!to!create!the!legal!frameworks,!in!harmony!with!local!urban!residents!living!close!to!the!
targeted! landfills! and! who! need! to! be! integrated! right! from! the! early! start! in! new! ELFM! projects.! ELFM! can! trigger! technological!
innova5on!in!a!circular!economy!framework.!The!poten5al!for! local! job!crea5on,!including!both!high!and!low!skilled!jobs,! is!also!clear,!
while!private!businesses!are!ready!to!take!part!in!this!broadened!circular!economy!model.!

ELFM%EP%Seminar:%%
The!programme!includes!a!general!introduc5on!into!the!ELFM!concept!and!two!panel!sessions!on,!respec5vely,!industrial!residue!landfills!
containing!cri5cal!metals!and!Urban!Solid!Waste!landfills.!!
Full!programme!through!hXp://www.eurelco.org/news/european;parliament;enhanced;landfill;mining;seminar!
Registra5on!via!Katleen.vandormael@i;cleantechvlaanderen.be!or!+32/495!55!10!12!

For%more%informaHon,%contact:%
Pascal!Dubois,!Co;worker!MEP!Hilde!Vautmans!(ALDE):!+32/473!94!46!09!
Katleen!Vandormael,!Communica5on!Manager!EURELCO:!+32/495!55!10!12!
Peter!Tom!Jones,!President!EURELCO:!+32/486!83!64!94!
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